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I MINA′TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 

2025 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Resolution No. -38 (COR) 

Introduced by: Shelly V. Calvo 

V. Anthony Ada 

Relative to adding a new Section 14.11 to Rule XIV of I 

Mina’trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Guåhan Otden 

Areklamento (the 38th Guam Legislature Standing Rules), to 

establish a Cultural Education Program.  

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF I 1 

MINA′TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN: 2 

WHEREAS, Section 7.04(c) of the I Mina’trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan 3 

Guåhan Otden Areklamento (the 38th Guam Legislature Standing Rules) allows the 4 

Standing Rules to be amended by a Rules Resolution adopted by the affirmative vote 5 

of at least seven (7) members of the Committee on Rules; and 6 

WHEREAS, CHamoru is a central element of Guam’s indigenous cultural 7 

heritage. By learning about the CHamoru people, legislators and staff demonstrate 8 

respect for and commitment to preserving Guam’s unique cultural identity. This act 9 

honors the indigenous people of the Mariånas as well as strengthens the identity, pride 10 

and unity among CHamorus. More so, it underscores our shared commitment to the 11 

ensuring the survival of the language, culture, heritage, and traditional practices of the 12 

indigenous people of Guam for generations to come; and 13 

WHEREAS, over the past fifty (50) years of our civic government, the wisdom 14 

of prior legislatures and Governors saw it fit that the people of Guam should be 15 
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constantly reminded - even amidst the economic growth and enduring changes in our 1 

island’s social fabric - of the beauty and uniqueness of the CHamoru people that existed 2 

for thousands of years prior to the arrival other peoples and administering powers (i.e., 3 

Spanish, Japanese, and American); and 4 

WHEREAS, over time the Guam Legislature has enacted laws to create 5 

commissions, institutes, departments, divisions, programs, and other instrumentalities 6 

aimed at preserving the CHamoru language; and 7 

WHEREAS, the CHamoru flag was first flown in 1930, the Fanohge CHamoru 8 

was created and adopted, CHamoru was recognized as an official language of Guam, 9 

CHamoru education for Guam’s public schools was mandated, the Guam Hymn and 10 

Inefresi were incorporated into public school curricula, and included in protocols of the 11 

government of Guam; and 12 

WHEREAS, through Executive Order, CHamoru Week was expanded to 13 

CHamoru Month, and the Guam Legislature further enacted law that called for the 14 

naming of agencies, streets, places buildings, and facilities in CHamoru; and 15 

WHEREAS, collectively such efforts contribute to the reinforcement of the 16 

continued practice of the CHamoru language, culture, and practices year round in public 17 

schools, places of work, and public spaces; and 18 

WHEREAS, consistent with the spirit and intent of legislatures past who 19 

resolved that understanding one’s past is an important aspect to understanding where 20 

one is going, I Mina Trentai Ocho na Liheslaturan Guåhan hereby acknowledges its 21 

moral and civic responsibility to serve as guardians of our island, Guam, I Tano I 22 

ManCHamoru (the ancestral land of the CHamoru people) to  honor, preserve, and 23 

uphold the cultural heritage, values, and identity of the CHamoru people; and 24 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of such responsibilities, a new requirement for the 25 

Guam Legislature shall be established thereby requiring all senators and legislative 26 

employees to engage in learning about the CHamoru people; and 27 



 

3 

WHEREAS, the Committee on Culture, together with the Committee on Rules 1 

(Committees), shall collaborate with local authorities to develop a comprehensive 2 

CHamoru Education Program covering key aspects of CHamoru heritage, including 3 

language, culture, customs, history, values, governance, land stewardship, and the 4 

natural environment; and 5 

WHEREAS, to ensure the accuracy and authenticity of this education program, 6 

the Committees shall seek guidance from respected organizations throughout the island 7 

inclusive of but not limited to I Kumisión I Fino’ Chamoru Yan I Fina’nå’guen I 8 

Historia Yan I Lina’la’ I Taotao Tåno’ (Commission on CHamoru Language and the 9 

Teaching of the History and Culture of the Indigenous People of Guam), the Guam 10 

Department of Education’s Division of CHamoru Studies, The University of Guam’s 11 

CHamoru Language Program, and Inetnon Lalahen Guåhan (The Young Men’s League 12 

of Guam); now therefore be it 13 

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Minaʹtrentai Ocho Na 14 

Liheslaturan Guåhan does hereby, add a new Section 14.11 to Rule XIV of the Thirty-15 

Eighth Guam Legislature’s Standing Rules to read: 16 

“Section 14.11. Cultural Education Program.  17 

Upon taking office, senators and legislative staff shall be required to complete a 18 

comprehensive CHamoru Education Program that is inclusive of but may not be limited 19 

to the study of the CHamoru language, heritage, culture, customs, history, and values; 20 

Guam governance; Guam lands, resources, and the natural environment. 21 

(a) The Cultural Education Program shall be administered by the Committee 22 

on Rules.  23 

(b) The Chairman of the Committee on Rules may grant permission of an 24 

elected or appointed official to complete the program for good cause shown. 25 

(c) The Chairman of the Committee on Rules shall award a certificate of 26 

completion to those completing the program. 27 
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RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules 1 

certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of 2 

the same be thereafter transmitted to all the Members of I Liheslaturan Guåhan; to 3 

Joanne G. Camacho, Executive Director of I Liheslaturan Guåhan; and to the central 4 

and office staff members of  I Liheslaturan Guåhan.5 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF 

I MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN ON THE  DAY 

OF MONTH 2025. 

FRANK F. BLAS, JR. V. ANTHONY ADA 

Speaker Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

Legislative Secretary 




