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I MINA′TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN 
2025 (FIRST) Regular Session 

Resolution No. -38 (COR)

Introduced by: Vincent A. V. Borja 
Tina Rose Muña Barnes 
Frank F. Blas Jr.  
Telo T. Taitague  
William Parkinson  
Sabrina Salas Matanane 
Shelly Calvo 
Sabina Perez  
Jesse Lujan  
V. Anthony Ada 
Christopher Barnett 
Joe S. San Agustin 
Shawn Gumataotao 
Christopher M. Duenas 
Therese M. Terlaje

Relative to recognizing the observance of “2025 National 
Social Worker Month” in March 2025 with the theme, 
“Social Work: Compassion + Action”; and commending 
Guam’s social workers for their dedication to improving the 
well-being of the people of Guam and enhancing their basic 
needs.  

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF I 1 

MINA’TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN: 2 

WHEREAS, the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) has 3 

designated March 2025 as “National Social Worker Month”, with the theme “Social 4 

Work: Compassion + Action”, emphasizing the essential role that social workers play 5 

3/12/25 8:44 a.m. 
eju

28



2 

in building stronger communities and providing critical services to individuals and 1 

families in need; and 2 

WHEREAS, social work as a profession has a long history of advancing the 3 

well-being of individuals, families, and communities, addressing pressing social issues 4 

such as poverty, mental health, healthcare access, child welfare, domestic violence, 5 

elder care, and substance abuse recovery; and 6 

WHEREAS, Guam has a proud tradition of dedicated social workers who have 7 

tirelessly served the island, providing essential services through government agencies, 8 

non-profit organizations, schools, hospitals, and community-based programs, ensuring 9 

that vulnerable populations receive the care and resources they need;; and  10 

WHEREAS, over the past year, social workers in Guam have played 11 

 an instrumental role in addressing critical social issues, including: 12 

• Assisting families affected by economic hardships by connecting them 13 

with financial aid, food assistance programs, and essential services; 14 

• Advocating for mental health awareness and expanding access to 15 

counseling and crisis intervention services for those struggling with 16 

anxiety, depression, and trauma; 17 

• Provide funding for supporting survivors of domestic violence and abuse 18 

through crisis response, shelter services, and legal advocacy, in partnership 19 

with organizations such as Healing Hearts Crisis Center, VARO and the 20 

Bureau of Social Services Administration; 21 

• Providing compassionate care and advocacy for foster children and at-22 

risk youth through the work of the Department of Youth Affairs and the 23 

Guam Behavioral Health, and the Wellness Center, and the Judiciary of 24 

Guam and the Department of Public Health and Social Services’ Child 25 

Protective Services Section; 26 
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• Aiding elderly residents and individuals with disabilities by ensuring they 1 

receive the necessary medical, social, and housing support to maintain 2 

dignity and quality of life; 3 

• Collaborating with local and federal agencies in disaster response and 4 

recovery efforts, offering social services and counseling to families 5 

impacted by Typhoon Mawar and other emergencies; and  6 

WHEREAS, Guam’s social workers have demonstrated resilience and 7 

commitment by continuously adapting to evolving social challenges, advocating for 8 

policy changes that enhance social justice, and working towards a more equitable 9 

society; and  10 

WHEREAS, social workers uphold the values of service, social justice, dignity, 11 

and integrity, making a profound difference in the lives of countless individuals and 12 

families on Guam; and 13 

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper for I Mina’trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan 14 

Guåhan to recognize and commend the tireless work and dedication of Guam’s social 15 

workers in advancing the well-being of our island community and ensuring that 16 

individuals receive the necessary support to overcome life’s challenges; now therefore, 17 

be it  18 

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of I Mina’trentai Ocho Na 19 

Liheslaturan Guåhan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guåhan and the people 20 

of Guam, recognize the observance of “2025 National Social Worker Month” in March 21 

2025 and commends Guam’s social workers for their unwavering dedication, 22 

compassion, and advocacy in improving the well-being of the people of Guam and 23 

enhancing their basic needs; and be it further 24 

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules 25 

certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of 26 

the same be thereafter transmitted to the Department of Public Health and Social 27 
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Services-Health Professional Licensing Board/EMS Division and Child Services; 1 

Guam Behavioral Health and Wellness Center; Guam Department of Education- 2 

Student Support Service Division (SSSD) and Special Education Division (SPED); the 3 

University of Guam; Guam Department of Corrections-Casework & Counseling 4 

Services Division (CCSD); WestCare Pacific Islands (WPI); Sanctuary, Incorporated; 5 

Catholic Social Service; Alee Shelter; Erica’s House; American Legion Guam; and to 6 

the Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, I Magaʹhågan Guåhan. 7 

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF 
I MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUÅHAN ON THE  DAY 
OF MONTH 2025. 

FRANK F. BLAS, JR. V. ANTHONY ADA
Speaker Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 
Legislative Secretary 




