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| MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN
2025 (FIRST) Regular Session

Resolution No.  53-38 (COR)

Introduced by: Tina Rose Muna Barnes»

RELATIVE TO SUPPORTING THE PARTICIPATION
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN) AS AN
OBSERVER AT THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION’S SEVENTY-EIGHTH (78TH) WORLD
HEALTH ASSEMBLY, AND TO REAFFIRM SUPPORT
FOR THE PARTICIPATION OF THE REPUBLIC OF
CHINA (TAIWAN) AS AN OBSERVER IN
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF |1
MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN:

WHEREAS, one hundred fourteen (114) years ago, on October 10, 1911, the
Republic of China (Taiwan) was founded. The United States of America and the
Republic of China (Taiwan) have been longstanding allies, with enduring ties of
friendship and economic partnership; and

WHEREAS, the freedom and democracy enjoyed by the people of the Republic
of China (Taiwan) are reflected in its economic growth and stability. In furthering its
democratic values, Taiwan continues to seek meaningful participation in international
organizations; and

WHEREAS, consistent with the Taiwan Relations Act of 1979, the Asia
Reassurance Initiative Act of 2018, the Taiwan Travel Act of 2018, and the Taiwan
Allies International Protection and Enhancement Initiative (TAIPEI) Act of 2019,
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Guam affirms its commitment to maintain strong relationships with Taiwan, a
democratic ally in the Pacific region; and

WHEREAS, since April 2008, I Liheslaturan Guahan has adopted legislative
resolutions endorsing Taiwan’s efforts to promote global health and supporting its
observer status at the World Health Assembly (WHA); and

WHEREAS, Guam and Taipei City have enjoyed a sister-city relationship since
1973, underscoring the belief that every citizen of the world deserves access to the
highest standards of health care and information; and

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the World Health Organization (WHO)
affirms that “the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the
fundamental rights of every human being without distinction of race, religion, political
belief, economic or social condition’; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan’s population of approximately twenty-three million five
hundred thousand (23,500,000) is greater than three-fourths (3/4) of the member states
currently in the WHO. Given the global nature of health threats, Taiwan’s inclusion as
an observer is in the interest of international public health cooperation; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan has achieved significant progress in health care, including
among the highest life expectancy rates in Asia, maternal and infant mortality rates
comparable to those in Western countries, and successful eradication of diseases such
as cholera, smallpox, plague, and polio. Taiwan also led in providing children with
Hepatitis B vaccinations; and

WHEREAS, direct and unobstructed participation in international health
cooperation is critical in addressing global health crises, such as HIV, tuberculosis,
malaria, and COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the World Health Assembly has historically welcomed observers,
including the Palestine Liberation Organization in 1974 and the Order of Malta and
the Holy See in the early 1950s. Furthermore, U.S. Public Law 106-137 mandates
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support for Taiwan’s participation in international organizations, especially the WHO;
and

WHEREAS, during the G7 Foreign and Development Ministers’ Meeting in
May 2021, member nations expressed support for Taiwan’s inclusion at the WHA
through a joint communiqué; and

WHEREAS, Taiwan has provided substantial assistance to Guam’s health care
system, including the donation of the JAG TeleCare remote health monitoring
platform to the Guam Memorial Hospital Authority on March 30, 2022; and

WHEREAS, recognizing the serious stray animal population issue in Guam,
Taiwan’s National Chung Hsing University’s Department of Veterinary Medicine
conducted a volunteer spay and neuter program in August 2022, aiming to treat four
hundred (400) animals, while also providing educational lectures on responsible pet
ownership at the University of Guam; and

WHEREAS, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Office (TECO) in Guam helped secure two hundred thousand (200,000) face
masks, nine hundred (900) pandemic readiness Kits, and four (4) full-body
temperature scanners. In January 2021, TECO and Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs also facilitated chartered China Airlines humanitarian and medical flights for
Guam residents in need of medical treatment abroad; and

WHEREAS, prior to the pandemic, Guam residents benefitted from specialized
health care in Taiwan. Hospitals such as China Medical University Hospital in
Taichung and Yuan’s General Hospital in Kaohsiung provided life-changing care. In
addition, a memorandum of understanding signed in January 2020 established a
referral hospital relationship between Guam Memorial Hospital and Taiwan Adventist
Hospital in Taipei. Taiwan continues to send physicians to Guam to share expertise
and support the island’s medical community; and

WHEREAS, in a March 2021 U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing,
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken reaffirmed support for Taiwan’s participation
in international conferences, citing its technical contributions during the COVID-19
pandemic. President Biden also restated this support in the March 2021 Interim
National Security Strategic Guidance; and

WHEREAS, Guam seeks to reaffirm and strengthen its sister-city relationships
with Taipei, Taoyuan, and Taichung, while continuing to support Taiwan’s
participation in international organizations such as the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO), the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), and the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL); now
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Committee on Rules of | Mina'trentai Ocho Na
Liheslaturan Guahan does hereby, on behalf of I Liheslaturan Guahan and the people
of Guam, support the participation of the Republic of China (Taiwan) as an Observer
at the World Health Organization’s Seventy-eighth (78th) World Health Assembly,
and to Reaffirm Support for the Participation of the Republic of China (Taiwan) as an
Observer in International Organizations; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Speaker and the Chairperson of the Committee on Rules
certify, and the Legislative Secretary attest to, the adoption hereof, and that copies of
the same be thereafter transmitted to the Honorable Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
Director General, World Health Organization; to the Honorable Donald Trump,
President of the United States of America; to the Honorable Marco Rubio, United States
Secretary of State; to the Honorable Robert F. Kennedy Jr., United States Secretary of
Health and Human Services; to His Excellency Lai Ching-te, President, Republic of
China (Taiwan); to His Excellency Lin Chia-lung, Minister, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Republic of China (Taiwan); to the Honorable Dr. Chiu Tai-yuan., M.H.Sci,
Minister, Ministry of Health and Welfare, Republic of China (Taiwan); to the
Honorable Chia Ping Liu, Director General, Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in
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Guam; to the Honorable Antonio Guterres, Secretary General of the United Nations; to
the Honorable Tai Hsi-Chin, Speaker, Taipei City Council; to the Honorable Chiang
Wan-an, Mayor of Taipei City; to the Honorable Chiu Yi-sheng, Speaker, Taoyuan City
Council; to the Honorable Chang San-cheng, Mayor of Taoyuan City; to the Honorable
Chang Ching-chao, Speaker, Taichung City Council; to the Honorable Lu Shiow-yen,
Mayor of Taichung City; to the United States Congressional Taiwan Caucus; to the
Honorable James C. Moylan, Guam Delegate to the United States Congress; and to the

Honorable Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero, I Maga'hdgan Guahan.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF
| MINA'TRENTAI OCHO NA LIHESLATURAN GUAHAN ON THE DAY
OF MONTH 2025.

Frank F. Blas, Jr. V. Anthony Ada
Speaker Chairperson, Committee on Rules

Sabrina Salas Matanane
Legislative Secretary





